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SUBJECT: GOM PRIME MINISTER OSMAN INTERVIEW 

1. PRO- GOVERNMENT DAILY " MAROC SOIR" OF APRIL 20 PUBLISHES 
INTERVIEW GRANTED BY PRIME MINISTER OSMAN TO SYMPATHETIC 
FRENCH JOURNALIST PIERRE CORVAL, WHO IS EDITOR OF FRENCH 
PROVINCIAL NEWSPAPER '' LE MAINE LIBRE." EXCERPTS OF INTEREST 
FOLLOW. 

2. OSMAN SAID THAT IN RECENT MONTHS, " TO BE PRECISE SINCE 
JULY 31, 1972,” (DATE OF UNFP SPLIT), UNFP/ RABAT UNDER 
ABDERRAHIM BOUABID HAD ALLOWED ITSELF TO BE DRAWN MORE AND 
MORE INTO ILLEGAL ACTIVITY. BOUABID WAS WEIGHED DOWN WITH 

A " SHIRT OF NESSUS" ( I. E„ RADICAL UNFP/ RABAT MEMBERSHIP) 

WHICH HE COULD NOT GET RID OF . UNFP/ RABAT HAD THEREFORE BEEN 
" PROVISIONALLY" SUSPENDED. SUBVERSION HAD BEEN SILENCED, 

BUT LEGAL OPPOSITION STILL PERMITTED. 

3. ASKED ABOUT LIKELHOOD OF ELECTIONS, OSMAN REFERRED TO 
PAST HISTORY OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN PALACE AND OPPOSITION. 
KING HAD CONTACTED OPPOSITION LEADERS AFTER AUGUST 16 

TO OBLIGE THEM TO FACE UP TO THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES. 
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ISTIQLAL HAD AT FIRST AGREED TO PARTICIPATE IN GOVERNMENT 
OF " BROAD NATIONAL UNION” WITH A VIEW TO PREPARING FOR 
HONEST ELECTIONS, BUT HAD BACKED OUT AT LAST MINUTE. 

OPPOSITION PARTIES ARE IN NO HURRY TO HAVE ELECTIONS NOW,” 

AND INDEED ELECTIONS TODAY WOULD SEEM TO BE UNNECESSARY 
LUXURY.” FIRST PRIORITY IS TO RESTORE HEALTHY, NORMAL 
POLITICAL CLIMATE. " THERE IS MORE URGENT WORK THAN THE 
ELECTION OF DEPUTIES." PRESENT CABINET OF NON- POLITICANS 
COULD PREPARE ELECTIONS IF BROADENED, BUT THIS IS NOT 
FIRST PRIORITY. FOR EXAMPLE, FIVE YEAR PLAN IS MORE 
URGENT. 

4. PRIME MINISTER NEXT TURNED TO FRANCO- MOROCCAN RELATIONS. 
THERE HAD BEEN " CLOUDS” BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES DUE TO SEVERAL 
CAUSES: MOROCCANIZATTION, GOM’ S EXTENSION OF TERRITORIAL 
WATERS, EXPROPRIATION OF FRENCH OWNED LAND, THE COMMERCIAL 
DISPUTE, TEACHERS, ETC. OSMAN " DEPLORED" POOR QUALITY 

OF FRENCH TEACHERS, AND ESPECIALLY THEIR CONDUCT IN 
MOROCCO WHICH WAS " UNSUITED TO THEIR FUNCTIONS." ADDITIONAL 
PROBLEM WAS PRESENCE OF MOROCCAN " SUBVERSIVES" IN FRANCE, 
WHERE THEY WERE ALLOWED TO GO ABOUT THEIR BUSINESS WITH 
IMPUNITY. HE CONCLUDED SAYING MOROCCO AND FRANCE WERE 
" CONDEMNED TO REMAIN FRIENDS." 

5. COMMENT: OSMAN' S REMARKS CONTAIN NOTHING NEW OR 
STARTLING. UNFP/ RABAT LEADER BOUABID IS ABSOLVED OF DIRECT 
COMPLICITY IN THE LIBYAN- BACKED SUBVERSION. ALTHOUGH 
OSMAN REFERS TO KING' S NOVEMBER 1972 PROMISE TO PREPARE 

" HONEST" ELECTIONS, HE SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT " BROADENED" 
GOVERNMENT IS NECESSARY TO CARRYOUT ELECTIONS. AS THIS 
OBVIOUSLY DEPENDENT ON WILLINGNESS OF OPPOSITION TO PARTICIPATE, 
POSSIBLITY OF EARLY ELECTIONS BECOMES EVEN MORE REMOTE. 

FRANK ADMISSION THAT FRANCO- MOROCCAN RELATIONS TROUBLED 
IS ALSO WORTHY OF NOTE , AS IS STRONG LANGUAGE OSMAN USES 
TO EXPRESS GOM DISSATISFACTION WITH FRENCH TEACHERS. 

OSMAN' S REMARKS ON MOROCCAN OPPOSITION IN FRANCE INDICATON 
THAT ITS ACTIVITIES ARE SOURCE OF REAL ANNOYANCE TO KING. 
ROCKWELL 
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